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                   N AM E                         W IN D  S PEED               D ESC R IPT IO N 
                              
                                           M PH      K PH 

B E A U FO R T N U M B E R                                                    ca lm ; sm oke  rises vertically 

1   ligh t a ir             1 -3         1 - 5                   d irection  of w ind  shown by sm oke  bu t no t                     
                                                                      by w ind  vanes 

2   ligh t b reeze              4 -7         6 -11        w ind  fe lt on  face ; leaves rustle ; w ind              
                                                                       vane  m oves 

3   gen tle  b reeze           8 -12       12 -14   leaves and  sm a ll tw igs in  constan t m otion 

4   m odera te  b reeze    13 -18     15 -28              F lag is  fu lly extend ed  fro m  flag  p o le a t 15  
                                                                 Kno ts  and  w ave w hitecaps crest in  o cean.   

                                                                 O n land : W ind  raises dust and  loose  paper;    
                                                                 sm a ll b ranches m ove .   

5   fresh  breeze           19 -24     29 -38               sm a ll-leaved  trees begin to  sway; crested 
                                                                                        wave le ts  for m  on  in land  wate rs

 

6   s trong  breeze          25 -31     39-49    large  branches m ove ; overhead  w ires 
                                                                            wh is tle ; um bre llas difficu lt to  control 

7   m odera te  ga le   32 -38     50 - 61     /o r/ near ga le ; who le  trees sway; wa lking 
                                                                            against w ind  is  d ifficult 

8   fresh  gale            39 -46     62 -74     /o r/ gale ; T w igs break o ff trees; m oving  ca rs 
                                                                                                  veer  

9   s trong  ga le            47 -54     75 -88           At sea , 30-40  F t. waves (9 .3  M ete rs to  12 M )   
                                                                            O n land : S ligh t s tructu ra l dam age occurs;      

                                                                  shing les m ay b low  away 

10    who le  gale            55 -63     89 -102               /o r/ s to rm , trees uproo ted ; considerable 
                                                                                s tructu ral dam age occurs 

11      v io len t s to rm          64 -72     103-  117        w idespread  dam age occurs 

12      H urricane*          >72        >117                   w idespread  dam age and  flooding  occurs 

 
*U .S . uses  74 s tatute  m p h as  hurricane  status. 
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